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7:45 AM 

Check-in and Visit with Exhibitors – Continental Breakfast Served
8:55 AM

Welcoming Remarks  - Landon Tucker, LASCA President 
9:00- 10 AM
Hot ASC Regulatory Issues - Clay Countryman, JD
 

This presentation will include a discussion of critical regulatory and recent cases affecting ASCs, recent regulatory scrutiny of anesthesia joint ventures, recent government settlements under the false claims act involving physician owned distributorships (i.e., PODs), the potential impact on ASCs of recent proposed changes to the Stark Law and the Anti-Kickback Statute, and other various hot topics affecting Ambulatory Surgery Centers.

10:00 –11 AM
An Overview of Louisiana Department of Health

         Ambulatory Surgery Center State Licensing Regulations 
Zandra Stewart, RN, BSN, Medical Certification Program Manager
Jennifer Haines, RN, BSN, Non Long Term Care Supervisor
• A Primer on Licensing and Provider Enrollment Issues

• Changes to the ASC Licensing Standards and What They Mean to You

• General Update on ASC Regulations and Operational Issues

• Stump the Experts: Q & A

11:00 – 12:00  LAMMICO Risk Management Presentation – Cathy Courville, RN
Today it may be difficult to see many differences between ambulatory surgery centers and inpatient settings. Increasingly, ambulatory venues are providing more complex procedures to patients with higher acuity levels. Because of these factors and others, the patient safety and professional liability risks in ambulatory surgery are changing and need to be closely monitored. Informed Consent continues to be an element  in medical malpractice claims. Obtaining consent is sometimes delegated to someone other than the person performing the procedure; it is sometimes reduced to obtaining a signature on a piece of paper.  This program will highlight the current liability trends in ambulatory centers and an overall view of best practices for obtaining a patient’s consent.
12 – 12:15 PM
    Networking and Visit with Exhibitors 
12:15 PM            Luncheon Speaker  Bill Prentice, Chief Executive Officer
   


                  Ambulatory Surgery Center Association

                           Stephen Abresch

                           Associate Director of Government Affairs, State Affairs

                           Ambulatory Surgery Center Association 

1:00 – 1:15 PM    Sponsor Recognition – Cindy Bishop 
1:15 – 2:15 PM
 Compliance Hot Topics
                            Recent Enforcement Trends and   

                            Recommendations for Administrators
                            Kathleen DeBruhl, JD and Lisa Pretus, JD
Presentation on the recent enforcement activities across the healthcare spectrum with recommendations for best practices to reduce risk, improve reimbursement, and avoid regulatory scrutiny with practical tips for ASC physician leaders, administrators, and compliance officers.  Topics will include:
Physician Deals:  Recent enforcement trends related to ASCs, including relationships with physicians and supply chain vendors, with a review of applicable regulatory requirements and best practices for deal-making

Reimbursement:  Federal enforcement trends in reimbursement arising from EHR use patterns including upcoding and copy-paste 

Privacy: HIPAA privacy and security audit, breach, and enforcement trends and recommendations to stay ahead of hackers
2:15 – 2:30 PM

Coffee and Soft Drink Break 
2:30 – 3:30 PM

Sterilization/HLD Basics for the OR Nurse
                                   Sharon Guardina, RN, BSN, CNOR, MCS II
                              Veulemann Consulting 
In this one-hour clinical presentation, we will identify the methods for reprocessing surgical instruments and related items.  We will discuss sterilization options including steam heat, dry heat and chemical sterilization.   We will discuss high level disinfection and Immediate use Steam and (Immediate Use Steam Sterilization).  Additionally, we will discuss the key steps to ensuring safe and effective reprocessing, including cleaning and decontamination. Lastly, we will discuss quality control measures. 
This activity has been submitted to the Association of periOperative Registered Nurses, Inc. for approval to award contact hours. The Association of periOperative Registered Nurses, Inc. is accredited as an approver of continuing nursing education by the American Nurses Credentialing Center's Commission on Accreditation. "Activities that are approved by AORN are recognized as continuing education for registered nurses. This recognition does not imply that AORN or the ANCC Commission on Accreditation approves or endorses any product in the presentation.

SPEAKER BIOS
Clay Countryman is a partner in the Baton Rouge office of Breazeale, Sachse & Wilson, L.L.P. Mr. Countryman focuses his practice on healthcare business and regulatory matters, with a particular focus on matters related to fraud and abuse laws including the Stark Law, Federal Anti-kickback statute, and Medicare coverage and reimbursement.  Clay has served as legal counsel to several health care providers, ranging from national and regional hospital systems, physician group practices, hospitals, Louisiana Hospital Service Districts, rural hospitals and physician-owned specialty hospital, to diagnostic imaging facilities, ambulatory surgical centers, physical therapy providers, pharmacies, healthcare management companies, and healthcare trade associations.  Clay has assisted health care providers in structuring joint ventures and other transaction to promote business objectives while meeting compliance requirements of specific health care laws and regulations, such as the Stark Law, the Federal Anti-Kickback Statute, Medicare and Medicaid coverage and reimbursement requirements, licensure and accreditation requirements, and federal and state health information privacy and security requirements. Clay has also assisted providers in implementing and updating healthcare regulatory compliance programs.
Cathy Courville has over 30 years of hospital and healthcare facility experience, starting with her work at Moosa Memorial Hospital and Dauterive Hospital as a Registered Nurse. Cathy served as the Assistant Director of Quality Assurance at Iberia General Hospital, participating in QI audits, Utilization Review, Infection Control activities and Employee Health services. She worked with Joint Commission standards and policy development. Cathy served initially as Nursing Director and later as Assistant Administrator of AAA Home Health for 15 years and was responsible for Quality Improvement initiatives including working with Louisiana Healthcare Review on Medicare quality indicators for home care. She also held the position of Administrator for AAA Hospice prior to joining LAMMICO in 2007. She is currently the Risk Manager for South Central and Southwest Louisiana for LAMMICO, conducting risk assessments for facilities and physician practices, presenting risk management seminars and analyzing risk management data. Cathy earned her Associate Degree in Nursing from Louisiana State University in Eunice. She is an Associate in Risk Management (ARM) and a Certified Professional Healthcare Risk Manager.

Kathleen DeBruhl is a Board-Certified Health Law Specialist through the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization.  Ms. DeBruhl’s practice focuses on the representation of healthcare providers, and in particular, physicians and their legal issues. Ms. DeBruhl’s multi-state clients include healthcare providers, specialty hospitals, medical staffs, ambulatory surgery centers, durable medical equipment providers, imaging facilities, and laboratories, and pharmacies. She possesses extensive expertise in a variety of healthcare areas, including substantial experience in general healthcare law, managed care contracts, physician practices, recruitment and contracting, antitrust, Medicare and Medicaid certification and reimbursement, audits and appeals, fraud and abuse, mergers and acquisitions, and the development of ancillary services and joint ventures such as ambulatory surgery centers, imaging centers, and specialty hospitals.  Ms. DeBruhl also serves as outside counsel to the Faculty Group Practice Plans of both LSU School of Medicine in New Orleans and the LSU School of Medicine in Shreveport.  Ms. DeBruhl was the initial counsel to organize both faculty group practices and obtained their 501(c)(3) tax-exempt designation.  Ms. DeBruhl has also served as special counsel to other academic medical centers. Ms. DeBruhl has contributed her expertise as a co-author of national publications regarding the legal representation of physicians and speaks at regional and national seminars and conferences for both legal and healthcare associations.  She is rated "AV Preeminent" by Martindale-Hubbell® and since 2009 has been recognized as a Top Lawyer in Healthcare in the New Orleans Area by New Orleans Magazine.
Sharon Guardina received her BSN in Nursing from Louisiana State University in 1975 and her CNOR in 1981. She is very active in her local AORN Chapter 1902- New Orleans. She has also served 2 years on the Nat’l AORN Surgical Conference Educational Advisory Planning Committee for AORN Expos.  As an OR nurse, she has worked in many ORs and has over 40 years of OR experience to include 15 years at a Level 1 Trauma Center, as well as, management experience as a Director of Surgical Services.  Sharon is a Legacy member of AORN and has attended over 40 Nat’l AORN Conventions.  Sharon has worked as a CMS/State Healthcare Surveyor, MCS II, with LDH (formally DHH) for 10 years. She is CMS Hospital certified and CMS Ambulatory Surgery certified. She is presently working as a healthcare surveyor in Oklahoma and New Mexico as a CMS contract surveyor and is a Consultant with Veulerman Consultant Firm in Louisiana.
Bill Prentice is the Chief Executive Officer of the Ambulatory Surgery Center Association (ASCA) and Ambulatory Surgery Foundation (ASF). ASCA is the national organization representing the approximately 5,400 ambulatory surgery centers in the US, and provides advocacy, education, benchmarking and staff training for its many members.
Lisa Pretus is a Board-Certified Health Law Specialist through the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization.  Ms. Pretus’ multi-state law practice focuses on the representation of physicians, hospitals, and other commercial entities in a wide range of transactional and regulatory matters. She possesses extensive expertise in corporate and healthcare law, with substantial experience in general healthcare law, physician employment, recruitment, reimbursement, mergers & acquisitions, compliance, and the development of joint ventures in connection with urgent care centers, ancillary services, hospitals, and freestanding emergency rooms.   She also has deep experience in risk management, governance, and corporate law, having worked in a variety of corporate settings for over a decade, and provides general-counsel-level services to a number of her clients. Ms. Pretus received her B.A. with Special Honors in Economics from the University of Texas at Austin and her J.D. from Louisiana State University. Ms. Pretus is also a trained commercial mediator certified by the American Health Lawyers Association.  With more than 15 years of experience, she is rated “AV Preeminent” by Martindale-Hubbell®.
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